










The staff of Network wish you and your  
loved ones a blessed and peaceful holiday. 	
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A Holy Night
By Sr. Bernard Marie Boland, FSM

We present this story as a gift of the season.

Festival of Love and Light

It was near midnight. There was profound silence. 	

I stood by breathlessly praying, hoping, waiting. 

Watching as the surgeon desperately worked to 

resuscitate a newborn. 

It seemed hopeless. Minute after minute without any 

response. Then finally the small newborn’s heart gave 

a slight quiver. Then thump, thump and the still heart 

began to beat. A faint gasp from the infant, then several 

life-giving breaths by the surgeon, and we heard the first 

faint cry. Oh, what a moment! We all breathed again.

It was early morning when I finally got home. 

Suddenly I felt completely exhausted, totally spent. 	

I was very content, but absolutely exhausted. 

Overwhelmed by it all, I couldn’t sleep. I lay there 

pondering, pondering the mystery. The mystery 	

of life, of earth; of God in our lives. 

I realized that I had stood on holy ground. 	

A triumph of faith, hope, and love. A night to 	

be remembered. Truly, a holy night. 

This story is reprinted from Making a Difference published by SSM Health Care in 1992. Sr. Bernard Marie Boland, FSM, was 

a nurse whose goal, on her 80th birthday, was to keep working. Sr. Bernard Marie died at the age of 101.  The story above 

occurred at St. Eugene Community Hospital, Dillon, SC, which was formerly a member of SSM Health Care. 	
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BARABOO, WIS. — For many years, the St. Clare Hospital Auxiliary  
has offered a community holiday tradition through its Love Light  
Trees — evergreen trees on the hospital grounds that are decorated  
with colored lights given in honor and memory of those we love. 

The auxiliary partnered once again this year with St. Clare Hospital 
& Health Services and the St. Clare Health Care 
Foundation to sponsor the annual, tree-lighting 

event called the Festival of Love & Light.  
The Festival of Love & Light was 

developed out of St. Clare’s healing mission 

and focuses on the sacredness of the season, the caring of those who may 
be experiencing loss or loneliness during the holidays, and the serene 
environment of the Healing Garden.

The entire Healing Garden is bathed in white holiday lights, except  
for three evergreen trees, which are decorated with strings of green lights 
to symbolize the Love Lights.  

Proceeds from the purchase of Love Lights help the St. Clare 
Hospital Auxiliary to purchase vital medical equipment for the hospital 
and sponsor scholarships for students pursuing medical careers.  
(Keri Olson)
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