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St. Anthony Hospital Rebuilds
and Reaches Out to Community

By Alan Wesley

This is the first installment in a three-part series on St. Anthony
Hospital and Bone & Joint Hospital. It is a story of two hospitals and
a city that combined leadership, innovation and courage to help
revive a community and continue a mission that began 110 years ago.
First up, St. Anthony Hospital.

THE ST. ANTHONY HOSPITAL/MIDTOWN REVIVAL
OKLAHOMA CITY = Beginning in the 1970s, businesses and
residents began fleeing the center of Oklahoma City, leaving behind

St. Anthony Hospital

Road Trip

Showcases
St. Mary's
Turnaround

By Suzy Farren

ROAD TRIP!

JEFFERSON CITY, MO. -
On Sept. 12, at the behest of SSM
Health Care CEO Sr. Mary Jean Ryan,
some 15 people from the SSM Health
Care — St. Louis leadership team
traveled by bus to Jefferson City
to learn about a transformation at
St. Mary’s Health Center.

vacant lots and deteriorating buildings. By 2003, St. Anthony also
considered relocating to the suburbs from its location in the Midtown
area. That year, an agreement between the hospital and the city
fueled an ongoing revival of the community.

Under the agreement, street access to the hospital was improved, a
streetscape redevelopment began, dilapidated buildings were torn down
and new restaurants, stores and businesses have begun to rise in their
place. As part of its campus redevelopment plan, the hospital completed
a100,000 square-foot medical office building and a new East Entrance.
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Brent VanConia, president of St. Mary’s Health Center, shares a moment — but not his ice cream —

with Jim Sanger, SSMHC-St. Louis president and CEO.
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